
From: Chief Coubra
To: Sibley, Michael
Subject: Re: Incident that Occurred Last Night
Date: Wednesday, March 25, 2015 10:43:02 AM

I will talk to him about the situation. I do believe that we have had a serious break down in
 communication because when I left the scene after the group meeting and walk thru I was
 under the impression that the clean up was very minor and that the PDA would be doing the
 clean up of the area, so Officer Peterson was NOT advised of any further activity because the
 Odessa Police Department was NOT advised that any activity would be happening.
I am sorry if his demeanor was not cordial, but I can understand his confusion at finding
 people there when he had no knowledge that anyone would be on site.
Helen
 
From: Sibley, Michael
Sent: Sunday, March 22, 2015 4:33 PM
To: chiefcoubra@odessaoffice.com
Subject: Incident that Occurred Last Night
 

Hello Chief Coubra:
 
I’m the EPA Federal On Scene Coordinator (OSC), that is overseeing the
 environmental cleanup activities at the biodiesel production plant, located at 206
 West Railroad Avenue. 
 
I just wanted to bring to your attention an incident that occurred last night, Saturday
 March 21, 2015 at approximately 2030 between one of your uniformed law
 enforcement officers and my EPA contractors working on site.  We were working late
 because of problems we were having pumping out chemicals into a transportation
 disposal truck, which caused us to have to work late to complete the transfer to the
 waiting truck.
 
I myself had left the site at approximately 2000, so I was not present when the
 incident occurred.  My contractor explained to me that shortly after I had departed
 from the site one of your officers (he did not get his name, but he was driving an
 Odessa Police Department SUV),  arrived on site (Odessa Biodiesel), he said that
 he  observed the officer engaged in a conversation with our site uniformed security
 guard whose duty was and is limited to securing the site during the hours of 1800 to
 0700 hundred hours.
 
Again during this time frame my contractors crew was engaged in transferring
 material from one of three vertical tanks on west side of the building in to a tanker
 truck at this abandon biodiesel manufacturing facility. After talking to the security
 guard the officer approached my lead contractor who was sitting in his vehicle
 overseeing the transfer of material, as the officer approached his vehicle my
 contractor said that he began to open the door of his vehicle, to get out and greet the
 officer formally and as a professional courtesy, however; he was told by the officer
 not to exit the vehicle.
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The office approached his vehicle to discuss why were they on site, my contractor
 begin to explain to him why they were there and the officer said that he knew nothing
 about EPA being on site or the cleanup activities. According to the officer he had no
 idea as to who, what or why we were at the Odessa Biodiesel site and at this point in
 time my contractor felt the officers demeanor was both aggressive and unfriendly
 toward him and the crew, he became quite concerned.

My lead contractor told the officer that we had been on site for almost a week and
 asked the officer if anyone had inform him of the project. His response was;
 according to my contractor was no and he was very demanding and intimidating and
 wanted to know what was going on, so again my contractor began to inform the
 officer of the following:

·         The operator of this facility walk away almost a year ago abandoning
 various hazardous substances;

·         The city of Odessa contacted the State Washington Department Of Ecology
 (WDOE) to investigate the facility;

·         WDOE contacted the US PEA Region 10 requesting assistance with an
 emergency response involving hazardous materials;

·         The EPA has taken over the site at the request of the State and presently a
 EPA lead removal action is  in progress;

·         A site walk was conducted on March 12, 2015 at 0800 with DOE, EPA,
 Odessa Chief of Police, Odessa Fire Department and   

          other officials from the City of Odessa all in attendance;
·         He also told him the Federal On Scene Coordinator (Michael Sibley) is

 available via cell phone for any further questions;
 
After the conclusion of the discussion, the officer walked away got back into his SUV
 and left the site without any further explanations and he drove away.  Chief Coubra, I
 completely, understand that your officers have a job to do, but my crewmen were
 very shaken up about the encounter.  They consider the incident to be very hostile
 and were not sure what was going to happen.  They reported the incident to me this
 morning (Sunday) when I arrived on site.  These guys are working 10-12 hour days
 and last night was extra-long because of earlier problems. 
 
I just wanted to make you aware of the incident, and my concerns for the crewmen.
 Again I don’t have any issue with your officer trying to determine what was going on,
 it was the way and how he went about it.  If you have any questions or concerns,
 please let me know.

 

 *****************************
Thanks,
Mike Sibley
US Environmental Protection Agency
Federal On-Scene Coordinator (OSC)
1200 6th Avenue || Suite 900 || M/S: ECL-116
Seattle, WA 98101-3140
206-553-1886 Work

206-605-6636 Cell



206-553-0175 Fax
Sibley.Michael@EPA.Gov
http://epa.gov/oilspill/
******************************

 


